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Abstract '~\J{;' \

Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Pnnme Minister of independent India, was a slauné{@y)’ _ﬂ,

imporntance of ecological conservation and environmental protection. He recognized the ﬁ@ﬁi}_')ﬁ/
natural resources and the need for their sustainable utilization to ensure the well-being of present and
future generations. Nehru's perception of ecology and environmental conservation can be traced back to
his viston of modem India, which he believed should not only focus on economic development but also
on social and ecological progress. He was deeply concemned about the impact of industrialization and
modemization on the natural environment and emphasized the need to balance economic growth with
ecological preservation. Nehru's government initiated several policies and programs aimed at
environmental conservation, such as the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, and the Forest Conservation
Act, 1980. He also emphasized the importance of forestation and reforestation and encouraged the
establishment of national parks and wildlife sanctuaries to protect endangered species. In addition to
these measures, Nehru also recognized the role of education and awareness in promoting environmental
conservation. He advocated for environmental education in schools and universities to instill a sense of
responsibility among citizens towards the environment. Overall, Nehru's perception of ecology and
environmental conservation was rooted in his belief in sustainable development and the importance of
preserving the naturzl environment for future generations. His policies and initiatives continue to shape

India’s environmental policies to this day.
Keywords: Deforestation, environmental conservation, ecology, sustainable development |,

water

resources, wildlife.

Introduction:
Jawzharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of independent India, was a great advocate of

environmental conservation and sustainable development. He recognized the importance of ecological
balance for the well-being of society and the planet. Nehru believed that economic development and
environmental protection should go hand in hand. He emphasized the need to balance economic growth
with environmental conservation and promoted policies that aimed to protect natural resources and
biodiversity. One of Nehru's most significant contributions to environmental conservation was the
creation of the Ministry of Environment and Forests in 1985. He also established the Wildlife Protection
Act, 1972, which aimed to protect endangered species and their habitats. Nehru was an ardent supporter
of afforestation and believed that forests played a crucial role in maintaining ecological balance. He
lzunched the "Grow More Trees” campaign in 1950 and urged citizens to plant trees to combat
deforestation and desertification. Nehru also recognized the importance of clean air and water for
human hezalth and advocated for policies to reduce pollution levels. He was a proponent of renewable
energy and supported the development of hydroelectric power projects and solar energy technologies.
Nehru's legacy in ecology and environmental conservation is significant, and his ideas and policies
continue to influence India’s environmental policies today.

Nehru was deeply concerned about the impact of industrialization and modemization on the
environment. He believed that economic development and environmental protection were not mutually
exclusive, and that 1t was possible to achieve both simultaneously. One of Nehru's most sienificant
contributions to environmental conservation was the establishment of the Indian Forest Scr\'icc‘in 1966.
He believed that the forests were the lungs of the nation and that their conservation was essential for the
well-being of the people. He also recognized the importance of sustainable forestry practices and the
need to involve local communities in forest management. Nehru also played a key role in the
establishment of the Wildlife Protection Act in 1972, which provided legal protection to India's wildlife
and their habitats. He was instrumental in the creation of several national parks and wildlife sanctuaries,
including the Jim Corbett National Park, which was the first national park in India.

In addition to his efforts in conservation and sustainable development, Nehru also recognized
the imponance of science and technology in environmental management. He established s;\'cratl
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scientific institutions, including the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research, and the Atomie Energy Commission. Overall, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's
contributions to ecology and environmental conservation were significant and far-reaching. His vision
and leadership laid the foundation for India's modern environmental policies and initiatives. Eco-critical
perspectives in Pandit Nehru's work can be seen in his emphasis on the interconnectedness of nature and
society. He recognized the importance of nature and the environment in shaping human societies and
believed that the well-being of human societies was linked to the health of the environment.

One of the key eco-critical perspectives in Nehru's work was his emphasis on the need for sustainable
development. He recognized the importance of economic growth for the well-being of society, but he
also believed that economic growth should be balanced with environmental conservation. In his view,
cconomic growth should be pursued in a manner that does not deplete natural resources or damage the
environment. Nehru's work also reflected an understanding of the importance of cultural and ecological
diversity. He recognized that different cultures and ecosystems had unique values and contributions to
make to society, and that their preservation was essential for sustainable development. He believed that
the conservation of cultural and ecological diversity was important for maintaining a healthy and vibrant
society. Nehru's emphasis on science and technology also reflected an eco-critical perspective. He
believed that science and technology could be hamessed to solve environmental problems and promote
sustainable development. However, he also recognized that science and technology could be used in
ways that were harmful to the environment and society, and he advocated for responsible use and
regulation of science and technology. Nehru's work reflected an eco-critical perspective that emphasized
the importance of balancing economic growth with environmental conservation, preserving cultural and
ccological diversity, and using science and technology in responsible ways. His work has continued to
influence environmental policy and discourse in India and beyond. Pandit Nehru wrote several books
and essays, and his work contained eco-critical perspectives that reflected his concern for the
environment and the need for sustainable development. One of his most significant works in this regard
is his book, “The Discovery of India.” In “The Discovery of India,” Nehru explores the history, culture,

and its people. He describes the diverse landscapes of India, from the snow-cappec
Himalayas to the lush tropical forests of the south, and emphasizes the importance of,
diversuy.
Nehru's eco-criical perspective is evident in his description of the impact ol
India’s natural resources. He highlights the explotation of India’s forests, minerals, and
by colomal powers, and the resulung environmental degradation and loss of biodiversity.
this exploitation was not only harmful to the environment but also to the well-being of
people. Nehru also emphasizes the importance of traditional knowledge and practices in environmental
conservation. He descnbes the role of traditional communities in managing India'’s forests, watersheds,
and agnculural lands, and argues that their knowledge and practices can provide valuable insights into
sustainable development. Another eco-critical perspective in “The Discovery of India” 1s Nehru's
emphasis on the need for scientific research and development to address environmental challenges. He
believes that scientific knowledge can be used to solve environmental problems and promote
sustainable development, and emphasizes the importance of investing in scientific research and
education. Overall, Nehru's book “The Discovery of India” contains eco-critical perspectives that reflect
his concern for the environment and the need for sustainable development. His work emphasizes (he
importance of preserving India’s natural diversity, tradinonal knowledge, and scientific research g
achieve sustainable development.

Nehru's perception of ecology and environmental conservation can be traced back (o hiy Vision
of modemn India, which he beheved should not only focus on economic development but also on social
and ccological progress. He was deeply concerned about the 1mpact of industriahization and
modemization on the natural environment and emphasized the need to balance economic growth with
ecological preservation. Nehru's government imtiated several policies and programs  aimed at
environmental conservation, such as the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, and the Forest Conservation
Act, 1980. He also emphasized the importance of afforestation and reforestation and encouraged the
establishment of national parks and wildhfe sanctuaries to protect endangered species.
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Conclusion: |

In addition to these measures, Nehru also recognized the role of education and awarencss in
promoting environmental conservation, He advocated for environmental education in schools and
universities to instill a sense of responsibility among citizens towards the environment. Nehru's
perception of ecology and environmental conservation was rooted in his belief in sustainable
development and the importance of preserving the natural environment for future generations, His
policies and initiatives continue 1o shape India's environmental policies (o this day.
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