CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES IN INDIAN LITERATURE

Ba
(da)
=
(o'
O
i
~ |
=94
3 1
o=
o
=
a
Ll




NOTION PRESS

India. Singapore. Malaysia.

Old No. 38, New No. 6
McNichols Road, Chetpet
Chennai- 600 031

First published by Notion Press, December 2021
Copyright© Editor (Dr. Kishor N Ingole)
All Rights Reserved

ISBN 9798885309400

This book has been published with all reasonable efforts taken to make the material error-free after
the consent of the author. No part of this book shall be used, reproduced in any manner whatsoever
without written permission from the author, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in
critical articles and reviews.

The individual author of the chpaters of this book is solely responsible and liable for its content
including but not limited to the views, representations, descriptions, statements, information,
opinions and references [“Content™]. The Content of this book shall not constitute or be construed or
deemed to reflect the opinion or expression of the Publisher or Editor. Neither the Publisher nor
Editor endorse or approve the Content of this book or guarantee the reliability, accuracy or
completeness of the Content published herein and do not make any representations or warranties of
any kind, express or implied, including but not limited to the implied warranties of merchantability,
fitness for a particular purpose. The Publisher and Editor shall not be liable whatsoever for any
errors, omissions, whether such errors or omissions result from negligence, accident, or any other
cause or claims for loss or damages of any kind, including without limitation, indirect or

consequential loss or damage arising out of use, inability to use, or about the reliability, accuracy of
©sufficiency of the information contained in this book.


Vikas
Highlight

Vikas
Highlight

Vikas
Highlight


.
Contents

Preface |v

Acknowledgements | vii

1. Dalits’ Struggles: Experiences and Perspectives in the Select Poems of
Meena Kandasamy’s Touch- Dr. S. Marithai 09

2. Subjugation of Dalit Women and Indain Film- Dr. Sidhartha B.
Sawant |13

3. Untouchable Consciousness in Rohinton Mistry’s A Fine Balance-
Rajesh S. Gore | 17

4. An Outsider: A Voice of an Unheard Story of Kaikadi Community-
Dr. Sachin S. Ghuge |29

5. Blending of Poverty, Struggle and Respect in Jupaka Subhadra’s
Konngu isn’t a Rag that stand Guard over my Head- Sarang Gajanan
Haribhau | 32

6. Subaltern Psyche in Rabindranath Tagore’s Chandalika- Dr. Manisha
B. Gawali |36

7. Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi: An Ecofeminist Overview of the Dalit
Discourse- Dr. Sangeeta G. Avachar [40

8. Caste Discrimination and Untouchability in Utpal Dutt’s The Great
Rebellion: A Dalit Perspective- Anuradha Digambarrao Deshmukh |46

9. The Plight of Untouchables in Mulk Raj Anand’s Untouchable- Dr.
Archana Badne |53

10. Dalits in Schooling towards Twenty First Century Education and
Empowerment- Dr. Kotra Balayogi |56

11. Dalit Autobiographical Discourses and Translation- Dr. Suresh B.
Deshmukh | 61 |

12. Multilayered Victimization of Oppressed Class Reflected in the
Indian Dalit Literature- Diksha Kadam |65



CONTENTS
13. Quest for Self Identity in Meera Kadasamy’s Touch- Dr. Meera M.
Nakade |74

14. Portrayal of the Patriarchal System in Bama’s Karukku- Dr. Sachin
L. Patki and Shubhangi Girbide |79

15. Dalit Thoughts of the Century- Dr. Prakash Jangale | 89

16. Formation of Dalit Identity in Narendra Jadhav’s Outcaste- Dr,
Balvirchandra B. Rajurkar |94

17. Reflection of Dalit Issues in Datta Bhagat’s Whirlpool- Dr. Sangeeta
G. Ranvirkar |99

18. A Comparative Study of Booker T. Washington’s Up From Slavery
and Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s Waiting for a Visa- Dr. Tukaram R.
Hapgunde |105

19. Dalit Aesthetic Theory- Dr. Shaili Gupta | 115

20. The Indian Dalit Literature: Roars of the Exploited Natives- Dr.
Vitthal K. Jaybhaye | 118

21. Dalit Feminist Literature- Chhaya P. Kongewad | 123

22. Annihilation of Caste in Modern Discourse; Myth and Reality- Dr.
Rajkumar S. Sonwane |128

23. Dalit Literature and Contemporary Thoughts-
Sandeep B. Wakle |132

24. The Plight of Tamasha Dancers in Kishore Shantabai Kale's Against
All Odds- Dr. Pradeep V. Jadhav [141

Contributers | 150



DALIT DISCOURSE: CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES IN INDIAN LITERATURE

The Indian Dalit Literature: Roars
of the Exploited Natives

Dr. Vitthal K. Jaybhaye

Introduction: |

The pains, pangs, sufferings, distress, challenges, exploitations
as well as the happiness, merrymaking, joy are the real exuberance of all
types of writings and creations. It is found all over the World that
literature is the discourse:of the true conscience of everybody who is
breathing with contemporary society. It is acknowledged that, from the
diverse ' layers of the! World, visionaries are exploring their
contemplations and ideas through their literature. Among such sectors,
the Dalit Literature is one of the famous literatures of India. The Dalit
Literature is written throughout the India, where there are the feelings
and emotions were overflowed through the Dalit writings. It is found
that, from the last four centuries, the writers from various strata of the
society are expressing their thoughts and reaction regarding the various
stages and calamities from their lives. In ancient history of India, it is
found that there was segregation on the basis of socio-cultural base of the
society. Especially in Post:Vedic Period, strict class segregation was held
in India and the whole system collapsed. The society was separated on
the basis of the ability to perform the work, but later on the ability
criteria disappeared and society was divided into four layers or Varnas.

The Roars of the Exploited:

The four layers or Varnas are Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaishya,
Shudra or Atishudra. The rules of Manusmruti were forcefully injected
into the minds of Indian society. These classes were turned into Varnas
and strict walls of discrimination were stands between the four layers of
the society. The last Varna ie. Shudra or Ati thudra were badly
exploited by all the remaining three Varnas of the society till the freedom
of India. This class of Shudra or Atishudra of India is known as the
Dalits of the country and literature written by them or about them is
known as the Dalit literature. As Dr. Babasheb Ambedkar has done the
research and stated about this in his famous work Who were the

%

Shm{ms;r}isShudras were not a Varna but a community pf the solar
race. There was continuous feud between Shudra Kings and the

Brahmins. As a result of the enmity, the Brahmins refused to

perform the Upanayan ceremony for the Shudras. Due to the

I
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denial of the Upanavana, the Shudras, who were equal to

Kshatrivas, became socially degraded. (Ambedkar 242)

It is the studied clarification given by Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar about
the place of Shudras in Indian socicty. This class or Varna was banished
from the main flow of the society. The rebellious and aggressive nature
was the crucial characteristics of this class, but they were discriminated
against in society. No social treatment was given to them. They were
exploited by the above three Varnas. All human rights of this class or
Varna were frowned upon by all the upper Varnas of the society.

But, after Independence, Dr. Babasheb Ambedkar, an architect
of the Indian Constitution, raised the strong and lawful voice against the
exploitation of this class. The socially exiled class was the major focus of
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, where he reawakened the depressed people of
India. Equality was the breath of the Indian Constitution. The freedom,
fundamental rights and the power of equality has given rebirth to the
dungeon class. The awakening after freedom has changed life and it has
given rights to write and express. The spread of education and equality
were major sources, where the scholars from the depressed class were
writing literature. Universally, the quote of Plato regarding literature is
that, 'Literature is the mere imitation of life' shows that every writer
expresses his life and expresses it through his or her writings.

The right to expression and rules of the Indian Constitution, all
the depressed class people started to express their revolutionary
literature. That literature was the roars of the lions, who were living
behind the bars for hundreds of years. All over the country, the Dalits
were writing their literature and depicting the burning experiences with
the past as well as the contemporary society. Exploitation, depressed life,
defiled feelings, hunger, rape, degradation, many more pains and pangs
were the major thread of the Dalit literature. "These Literature earned for
them ewe and veneration by propagating their superiority and immense
capacity" (Singh, et al. 39). Their literature is the literature of the
deprived, exploited, abused and oppressed landless class, as M. N.
Wankhede expressed that, "all those who toil and exploited and
oppressed" (Dangle 293) are subject as well as the writers of the Dalit
literatures, It was greatly represented by the Dalit writers where they
were successful to centralize the Dalit literary writings. The humiliation
and inequality were the major aspects of the Indian Dalit literatures.
Apart from this, "Dalit literature would tell us about the cultural conflict
of the socially, economically and culturally deprived and disadvantaged
group of people. So this literature would be revolutionary, didactic and
doctrinaire (Singh, et al. 40). These are the central facets of the Dalit
literatures, where the writer made the current to their feelings and
emotions in their writings, which lighted the lights in the minds of the
ruling Varnas, who exploited depressed people since last four centuries.
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Nevertheless, the Indian Dalit literature is flourished in post-
independence period of India, where it has become the voice of
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, because these two are the true
victims of the poverty, living below poverty line in the country. This was
the real situation of the SC & ST's of the country, where there are many
non-Dalit writers like Rabindranath Tagore, Premchand, and Mulk Raj
Anand were successfully pen-pictured the pains and pangs of these
exploited classes. These non-Dalit writers raised the voice against the
casteism and pathos of the oppressed class of the country. The voice of
immediacy, violence, exploitation, physical harassment and abusive
status was strongly represented by the non-Dalit writers in their writings.
But these writings do not have the genuine emotions of the hurts and
aches of the Dalit victims. As S.P. Punalekar rightly writing in Poisoned
Bread, ,

Dalit writer themselves are either victims or witness to

social inequities and violence. Some have direct or

indirect links with social, political and cultural

organisations of Dalits. A few among them are staunch

social activists and use literature a vehicle to propagate

their views on Dalit identity and the prevailing social

consciousness. (Dangle 243)

This shows that, the Dalit writing is the result of the through
agony, arrows of the atrocities of the self validly outlined in it. These are
first hand experiences of the writer, not twice removed from the truth. As
Sharadchandra Muktibodh wrote in his essay entitled What is Dalit
Literature?,

Dalit literature is the literature produced by the Dalit

consciousness. The Nature of Dalit consciousness is

obviously not subjective. It is true that pains and
pleasures are lived and experienced by individuals alone

but the sufferings of the Dalits are common and are

attributable to common reasons. (Dangle 267)

It clarifies that, it is the real flow of the Dalit feelings, pains and
pangs moving through the veins of the Dalit writer penned on the paper.
The Dalit writings are the outcome of the individual experiences, and
exploitations depicted by the self. As the international writer Eleanor
Zelliot directly write regarding the Dalit literature,

Those in the Dalit School would say; yes there is Dalit

literature. Only Dalit can write it because only they have

experienced the social as well as economic problems of

the lowest of the castes. And when educated and no

longer poor, they not only remember their childhood,

they also suffer from the idea of pollution which remains

strong in the Hindu mind and they identify with their
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village brothers and sisters who gre still subj

outrageous treatment when they ¢laim ti‘cil' ’fﬂ;l’.lcct to

vights. (Anand and Zelliot 18-19) ull human

,|~|}1s sufticient and proper clarification by the forei .
critic Zelliot regarding the Dalit literature its origin. T} .(')r("&"" studied
firmly stamped that no other writers can stro;mglylz:lble to] l:v r'cs:cahrch has
literature. It is the literature which manifests the Dalit iy
agitations, COSts and inquisitiveness can be called thc‘ Dal(i)f CI:lt::rrcal:lCJiZ,

Conclusion:

Though, it is very confront to say that, the Dalit literature is the
literature which promisingly prospects the life experienced by the Dalit
writers' self. It encourages the fundamental lineaments of the society
where it begins to interpret the challenging and pitiful victims,
experiences from the society. The Dalit writings are the roars of the
native Dalit writers, where it is fully filled with pride and confidence.
The Dalit writings and philosophy have come into the world which
explains the true visualization of existence and self-confidence. The
voice of the Dalit literature aims to impart the dalitism through their

e literature of the fights and rights with the layered,

writings. It is th
avors the

discriminated Indian society. Hence, the Dalit literature ende
who were historically muted for many years in the
world. The Dalit writers and literature is truly successful to delineate the
marginalized feeling to the central strata of the contemporary social
system. The representations of the Dalit literary creations_ are very
noticeable, where they are representatives of the common explications of
the philosophy and socio-cultural history of the life itself. They are the

true representatives of the factual identity and incessantly roaring for the

privileges of man till the conclusion of humanity.

oppressed subalterns,
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