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The NEP 2020 Proposes to replace iy, b
homenclatures of the institutes of higher o,
deemed 1o he univergities, affiliating Uniye,
nmliuung technical universities, unitary yp; ‘
with simple universitics (NEP-2020, p 36), |
Says that agricultural universj
health science universities and
in all ficlds shall aim to beco
institutes offering holistic
education. It mentions that the Preparation,
professionals in agricultural and veterinary sejgp,
through programs integrated with general Educ&[u;
will be increased sharply (P.50). Aboyt the techn,,
education, the NEP-2020 specifies that it aims

be offered within multidisciplinary education 4,
program (NEP-2020, P. 51),
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Regarding the language based UnIversities, the
NEP-2020 says, “in consonance with the rest of iy
policy, Sanskrit universities too will move towards
becoming large multidisciplinary  institurions
higher learning (and) the classica] language insnmutes
will aim to be merged with the universities, wh'c
maintaining their autonomy™ (NEP-2020, P53;

Despite these proposed changes in the putyr:
universities, it has to be seen in the light or the A
that major portion of higher education 1s operated ¢
covered by the states and state universities theree
The state universities, ag least so early, cannot get
of their affiliating related works. In other wards "h
aftiliation syster is going to stay there. The pNP“’:
changes in the university nature can be uh‘-‘bl__:[‘"
reducing the load of attiliated volleges on the prev
non-technical universities,
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n the light of the above recommendatjgpe .
‘t’ rovisions made inthe NBP-Z.OZO s'md viewin?&: :l:l
@ e provincialstatesandits university education gyge
"Q (the state affiliating umversme.s, |t§ affiliateq colle m
9 ,1d learner enrolment) play in higher e‘dxicatlonse's
“is mandatorily to be acknowledged that e !‘ln‘t elt
¥ qre the major stake holders and play the signiﬁm:
‘;ﬂ roles in implethenting th¢‘= NEP-2020 brought by th
" Union Government. Seeing the number of colle e
ﬁg in the state like Maharashtra, it goes withoyt say?es
(.« that despite the NEP’s prqpqsal to reduce affj| !
I system gradually, the affiliating system has ¢,
(g sy for a longer time than expected.

of the
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me to

(_3 “The National Knowledgg Cor.nfnisg(,n (NKC)

¥ glso recommends for more universities in its report

14- ubmitted in 2006: The higher education system neegs

-4 nassive expansion of opportunities, to around 150

(9 universities nationwide, that would enable India to

attain a gross enrolment ratio of at least 15 per cent by

9 2015. The focus:would have to be on new universities,

4 but some clusters of affiliated colleges could also

¥ become universitics. Such expansion ‘would require

€9 major changes in the structure of regulation (NKC-

2020, p.62). The need is for smaller universities

‘9 which are responsive to change and easier to manage,
¢ and these should be created (NKC-2020, P.64).

p The Rashtriva Ucchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
‘D (RUSA)initsfeport(2013) prepared with Tata Institute
of Social Sciences gives primary focus for university
reforms along with many more recommendations. The
(9 following are the primary components of RUSA that
capture the key action and funding areas that must be
(t% pursued for the fulfilment of the targets: '

¥ 1, New Universities

2. Upgradation of existing autonomous colleges to
Universities

3. Conversion of colleges to Cluster Universities
(RUSA 2013, P.89).

sr.
No. ,
1 | Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University,
Nanded

-

Name of University
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The present article attempts at visualizing the
setup of the university education in Mabharashtra state
in the wake of the recommendations made in the NEP-
2020 under the head of Institutional Restructuring and
Consolidation. :

In the light of the National Knowledge
Commission’s recommendation for more universities,
the concept of Cluster Universities provisioned in
the RUSA and the recommendations’ of NEP-2020,
the present article envisions the university education
picture in Maharashtra in terms of affiliating system.

Table-1 presents the status of state universities in
the state of Maharashtra along with number of colleges
affiliated to them. These numbers include some of the
non-functioning colleges under the gradual closure
process (particularly colleges of education, computer
application and engineering). The list does not include
autonomous colleges, B. Voc, Community Colleges,
research institutes (outside its catchment area) and
schools/institutes offering diplomas at school level.
Tables 2.A to 2.C depict the districts-wise distributions
of colleges in Maharashtra. Some universities are
having colleges more than four hundred and some
are left with less than two hundred. In view of skewed
distributions of colleges the author recommended
re-organization of state affiliating universities and
catchment area with colleges. The recommended
re-organization of state affiliating universities and
catchment area with colleges is present in Table-3. The
author recommends that the sub-centre of Dr BAMU,
Aurangabad located at Osmanabad to be tumed into
full fledged university.

After reorganization, delimitation of the
existing districts needs to be done to bring expected
uniformity in the number of the affiliating colleges.
The distance of the affiliating colleges from the HQ of
universities should also be taken into consideration
as one of the factors. Keeping these issues in mind,
the author proposes the reorganization of some
districts as well. The way to reorganize districts is
presented in Table-4.

Table-1: Universlty—WiSé Dlstri'bution of Colleges/ Institutes in Maharashtra

Catchment Area/ No. of Colleges | Total
Districts
Nanded 118 342
Parbhani ] 7
Latur
Hingoli

17
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Nasik 09
Jalgaon 0
Solpaur 12
Aurangabad 16
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Dhule . ::
Sangali o
Ratnagiri o
Satara 0
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Kavi Kulaguru Kalidas Sanskrit Vidyapith, Ramtey
(Nagpur)
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Vasantrao Naik Marathwada Krushi Vidyapeeth,
Parbhani ' e
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Mahatma Phule Krushi Vidyapeeth, Ahmadnagar
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1§ ++sub-centre of Dr BAMU, Aurangabad locateq g m;l;l;

o These universities will be having colleges more than fo
h Rw;gmisnlion.

te

Table

Sulblil;l‘“‘_-a _
i Tswami Ramanand Teerth ﬁr-\r'n'tf\\'w{d'n Un|vcnill& Norr
Nendeq

I'hfi’hnlli -

Solpur |16 m |
Swgi (V2
Aurangabed 336 5320
Ve [196
Nanded (134 134
Kinwat (proposed) ‘7 NotAvsilable | |
Pacbhani (95 | 135¢
_}_{’lngo-lim—; » 41

| Ambgjogai (proposed) | Not Available
_Osmunabad . 109 474*
Beed 217

\ualur 148 ]

need (o'be turned into full fledged university.

ur hundrgd and some will be left with less than two hundred after

*4: Re-organization of Districts

Tl [ —
@ ;. No. | New District Head Quarter
™  Tahesils and thejy parent districts University to be attached to
® 1| |Ambajogai jogai i T :
* , Ambajogai, Dharur, Kaij, Parl and Majalgoan VNMKY, Parbhani
il . (Beed) i ;
" | Shrigonda i : T
R g Ashti (Beed) Jamkhed, Karjat and Shrigonda MPKYV; Ahmadnagar
L | (Ahmadnagar) ‘ . ;
%—"_" * 3
] ‘ : —
§ 3 |Samgumner Sangamner, Akole, Koparagon, Shirdi (Ahmadnagar) | MPKYV, Ahmadnagar
1 and Sinner and Igatpuri (Nasik) )
| 4 Poladpur - | Bhor, (Pune) Khandala (Satara), Mandagad, DBATU, Lonere
. ’{ | (Ratnagiri) and Ppladpur (Raigad)
4‘ 5 |Loha Loha and Kandhar (Nanded) Ahmadpur (Latur) SRTMU, Nanded
! Palam (Parbbani) . ’ ,
Kinwat Kinwat, Hadgdon, Himayathagar and Mahur SRTMU, Nanded
. (Nanded) and Umerkhed and Kelapur (Yavatmal) .

1

Amendments required in the Maharashtra
@State Public Universities Act, 2016 as the existing
universities are going to be multi-disciplinary as pef
NEP-2020 s to be implemented in its existing form.
The faculties in the conventional universities will not
be able to accommodate and do justice with the 1YPe
90f courses and colleges they are going fo have and
non-gonventional universities too (technical, health
m’“‘ﬁnﬂy and fisheries and agricultural univqrsfﬂes)
WISO need to be brought in the same type of amcndm‘f“:
to accommodate the colleges and courses of g6Ner
Seducation, * .

Some private managements like Rayat Siksha®

Sanstha, (Satara), ' Vivekanand Shikshan Sansthé,
, : d
"(Whapur). Shivaji Shikshan Sanstha, (Akol®): &0

ki

f
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Marathawada Shikshan Prasarak Mandal, (Aurangabad)
need to be encouraged for private university status.

Some private managements baving . some
campuses in the same districts ar cities for example
Dayanand Shikshan Sanstha (Latur), Sharda Bhawan
Shikshan Sanstha (Nanded) may be considered for
Autonomous Degree Granting Colleges or private
university status as these are the best performing
colleges in terms of accreditation,

In addition to these, the govemment run
institutes need to be awarded cluster university status
and existing advanced institutes and Maharashtra Law
Universities need to be considered for this purpose
in those regions like Western Maharashtra, Vidarbha,
North Maharashtra and Marathawada. Ve
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